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and by mail

Dear Honourable George Smitherman: 
Re: The Smoke-Free Ontario Act

The Chinese Business Chamber of Canada and the Chinese Small Business Association represent over 500 owners of convenience stores, restaurants and other cigarette retail outlets in Ontario. On behalf of these small business owners we are writing to let you know the devastating impact of the Smoke-Free Ontario Act as introduced by you on our businesses and on our community.

First of all, we would like to emphasize that we care about the health of Ontarians, we realize the deadly effects of cigarette smoke, we appreciate your commitment to make all workplaces and enclosed public spaces in Ontario 100% smoke-free, we want to do our part to make cigarettes inaccessible to the young people, and we support the overall goal of your proposed legislation. However, we can not agree with your retail display ban. This display ban at the retail outlets won’t help stop smoking in any way; rather it could only hurt the poor small business owners, predominantly visible-minority newcomers who are working extremely hard to provide convenience to Canadians and yet mostly living at the bottom of the Canadian society. Therefore the ban is unnecessary and excessive as a means, and it is this component that makes the proposed legislation unfair, imbalanced and with discriminatory consequences.

The anti-tobacco strategy should focus on the two ends – cigarette manufacturers and smokers, and to completely eliminate cigarette smoking and to make smoking illegal, the government would have to amend the constitution and the charter of rights and completely ban smoking wherever and whenever. But if the government still recognizes manufacturers’ right to produce and individuals’ personal choice to smoke, and cigarette retail is still a legitimate business, then legitimate display of cigarettes intended for smokers should be allowed. To disallow display at the distribution level and to infringe retailers’ right won’t help stop smoking; at most it may serve to show the public the “comprehensive” side of the anti-tobacco strategy and the kind of determination of the government, while heartlessly sacrificing and hurting the innocent and the most vulnerable group of the society. That is irresponsible.

Very few Canadians with the mainstream Canadian background are now willing to run a convenience store due to the well-known nature of the business; and therefore almost all of Ontario’s convenience stores are owned and run by Chinese, Koreans, Indians and other visible-minority new immigrants.
Cigarette sales account for 1/3 – 2/3 of a convenience store’s total revenue. The display ban would make the legitimate sale of cigarettes no different from smuggled cigarettes; the inconvenience would definitely lead to the drop of our cigarette sales as smokers would turn to other channels of distribution. In addition, the ban would also lead to the loss of tens of thousands of dollars of advertising commissions paid to convenience stores by the tobacco companies. Some new immigrant store owners who have just bought the business by using the funds from their life-time savings, would find their businesses worthless if the legislation were implemented in current fashion.

There is no doubt that the implementation of the proposed legislation would negatively affect the livelihood of thousands of small business owners, and many may be forced to live on social welfare. We often hear Canadians talk about Canadian compassion, and we hope that they won’t keep silent when it comes to the fairness for new immigrants.

Mr. Minister we hope to have an opportunity to meet with you to discuss our concerns at your earliest convenience and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Thank you for your attention

Yours truly, 


Sean Hu, President
Chinese Business Chamber of Canada
Shaoming Chen,

President, Chinese Small Business Association















